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Tsar. It carried a long and interesting letter signed by the Khutu-
khtu himself and f our high princes.

The omnipotent White Tsar of the great Russian people, being power-
ful, strong and charitable, protects the yellow peoples and is himself
the incarnation of virtue; if we assist one another, we will not lose our
former position. The yellow peoples will flourish and eternal peace will
reign.

According to the experience of many nations, any small people can
become strong if it is supported by a great and powerful people. There
is a saying that a great and strong state aids the small state.

Mighty Tsar, consider our condition with pity and magnanimity.
Humbly imploring aid and protection as do those who long for rain in
times of great drought, speaking but the truth, we present you this
worthless gift.2

This development was not unwelcome to the Russian Govern-
ment. It was obvious, however, that a Russian move would pro-
voke not only China's protests, but also a Japanese and British
reaction. The Tsar did not receive the Mongolian delegation, but
acting Foreign Minister Neratov reported to him that "the move-
ment that has emerged among the Mongols can be made use of in
our relations with China."

On August 4, 1911, the Russian Cabinet dealt with the delicate
situation. The protocol of this session of the cabinet stated quite
frankly that "some of our agents in Mongolia have assisted in a
large measure in the creation among the Mongols of the conviction
that they can count on Russian support in case they attempt to
break with China." However, "at present the Imperial Govern-
ment is obliged to participate actively in the solution of various
acute questions in the Near and the Far East ... it would be un-
desirable, at this political conjuncture, to take any active step in
connection with Mongolia."

It was decided to promise the Mongols certain assistance "in
the preservation of their racial integrity"; to augment the small
Russian military force stationed in the Mongolian capital (as "the
guard of the consulate") and, also, to point out to the Government
of China that its measures in Mongolia would be regarded as
inimical to Russia. On the whole, however, the Russian Govern-
ment preferred to act cautiously. In his report to the Tsar, the

2. Novyi vestok, XIII, 352-354.